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in the water of the sin-destroying tank. If any of these
temples be passed by without presents being offered in
them, evil may come.

The lake referred to, the Vindu Sagara, has great
sanctifying powers, because it is affirmed that water
from all the sacred tanks in heaven, earth, and the
lower regions is constantly falling into it. It is taught,
in the common language of panegyric, that once bathing
in it will give more merit to the bather than ten visits
to the source of the Ganges, Allahabad, Prayaga, or
Ganga Sagar. It is difficult to estimate what this
virtue can be, as a visit to any one of these places is
said to wash away all sins of the past, present, and
future. In the tank the crocodiles are well behaved,
as it is declared that they never seize the pilgrims.
Bathing in it is an indispensable part of the pilgrim's
duty who visits the shrine.